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World Hospice Day to be Celebrated on October 11, 2008

World Hospice and Palliative Care Day, a unifieg ddaction to celebrate and support
hospice and palliative care around the world, taile place on October 11, 2008. The
theme for World Hospice Day isfospice and Palliative Care: A Human Right".

World Hospice and Palliative Care Day takes plat¢he second Saturday of October
every year. The mission of World Hospice and PalgaCare Day is to share the vision
and increase the availability of hospice and paltacare throughout the world by
creating opportunities to speak out about the ssdioeraise awareness and understanding
of the needs — medical, social, practical, spitkuaf people living with a life limiting
iliness; and to raise funds to support and devktigpice and palliative care services
around the world.

World Hospice and Palliative Care Day is organilagé committee of the Worldwide
Palliative Care Alliance, a network of hospice gadliative care national and regional
organizations that support the development of leesand palliative care worldwide.

This 2008 theme focuses on the fact that milliolnsemple who desperately need care at
the end of life do not receive assistance.

“One of the main goals for World Day is to raiseaa@ness of quality care at the end of
life,” remarked J. Donald Schumacher, Presideth®National Hospice and Palliative

Care Organization. “This is done by outreach awtiziat the local, national, and global

level.”

“The support that Talbot Hospice offers to thoseun community facing end —of-life
issues is such a valuable resource. We are coethtdtincreasing public awareness of
the availability and importance of quality hospaage and services. World Hospice Day
is one way in which individuals and families cafphgromote hospice by sharing their
‘stories’. In fact, the best advocates for hospicethose who have benefited from our
services,” stated Talbot Hospice Foundation Exgeudirector Julie L. Crocker.

Every year approximately 70 countries take pathecelebrations. Activities include
public awareness campaigns, advocacy with polickems and fundraising events with
well known personalities.

Noted celebrities Bono and Sir Elton John havemgibteir support to World Day efforts.
Bono stated, “In the poorest countries, where soynpeople are fighting for their lives;
the conditions of death don’t get much of a looltt Bow we care for the sick and dying
is surely a litmus test of our humanity. Just adiglet for equality in life, we should



fight for equality in death.” Sir Elton John ackwiedges that palliative care is a human
right and calls on people around the world to “mtiesr voices heard.”

For more information on World Hospice Day pleaségovww.worldday.org For more
information on Talbot Hospice Foundation pleaseagavww.talbothospice.org.




